RUSSIAN REVOLUTION BEGINS             21

THF  TSAR  (LEFT)    AND  THE  MONK  RASPUTIN   (RIGHT)
to relieve pressure on the British and French armies in
France, by diverting German forces eastward, and so
enabled the Germans to be hurled back from before Pans
in the great battle of the Marne in August 1914 But by
the end of 1916 the strain was beginning to tell After
some initial successes, there had been a series of defeats,
leading in the summer of 1915 to the loss of Warsaw and of
Lithuania Soldiers were war-weary and desertions be-
came frequent
Behind the front there were transport breakdowns and
interruption of supplies By the end of the winter of 1916
there was something approaching economic collapse The
poor of both the towns and the villages were hit by rising
prices Bread was scarce because the peasants were bring-
ing less crops to market Bread-queues became a common
sight in the cities > and in the winter of 1916-17 it was not
unusual in the working-class districts of Moscow and St
Petersburg for women to stand in queues through the night
in the snow There was widespread corruption in high
places, profiteering by influential contractors at the expense